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Some of my memories from the first years of SLCC were the purchase of the 11-acre site 
and the two story house that was "multi-purpose".  I helped my Dad build a lot of book 
shelves.  Book shelves were made from 1x 2 lumber ladders with notched 1x12 for 
shelves.  There was an old farm shed on the property.  Dad and I knocked the ends out 
of it, set it on fire and "someone" called the fire department.  It was interesting to hear 
the siren come from three or four different ways trying to get to the fire.  When they 
finally got there, they ask Dad if he wanted the fire put out and he said No.  All the fire 
department said was that it would be nice if he would call them the next time to let them 
know what he was doing.  They also said they would be willing to come out and monitor 
his fires.  Other memories were that I-270 was just a two lane road--it's the north side 
frontage road today.  Dad enjoyed watching the big machinery move the soil and build 
the new road.  Also, Chain of Rocks bridge was two lane with an elbow in the 
middle.  Dad preached at the Collinsville church in addition to being Dean.  One of the 
reasons we did not move from Collinsville to Missouri as those in power at the college 
wanted us to do was that I was a year or so from high school graduation and to move to 
Missouri with different high school requirements would have meant a fifth year of high 
school for me.  As a retired high school teacher and seeing the problems caused by 
moving students with one year of high school to go, I greatly appreciate my Dad's 
decision.  Well, that is more than you probably wanted to know about the Griffin family 
but since you took the time to look him up I thought it would be appropriate to send you 
a little history as I remember it. 
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