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MERGER Q & A
The following questions about the merger were posed to President Stine and President Fincher.  
This is a compilation of their comments:

1) Why was the decision made to merge with CCCB rather than close SLCC?

A merger provides more advantages for the students, alumni, and donors of a college.  For past and present 
students, these include a continuation of a common goal, access to records, ease of degree completion, and 
protection of pricing and scholarships. Donors can trust that CCCB will continue the legacy of providing workers for 
the Kingdom. All will continue to have a place to find the services they have counted on. 

2) What do the two schools have in common?

There are more similarities than differences.  Both schools are ABHE accredited, maintain a family atmosphere, 
and have affordable tuition. The Christian churches support both schools as they remain biblically conservative 
and ministry focused. Both have a partnership with The Solomon Foundation.  

3) Will there still be classes held at the current SLCC campus?

That has yet to be determined.  The Solomon Foundation will evaluate future use of the property after the first of 
the year. 

4) How will CCCB maintain/preserve the history and legacy of SLCC's ministry?

CCCB will preserve academic and historical records as well as evaluate options and models to deliver classes in the 
St. Louis area. SLCC and The Solomon Foundation are in the process of establishing the St. Louis Christian College 
Legacy Scholarship Fund.  This fund will ensure scholarships to CCCB for current SLCC students, alumni, and their 
descendants. 

5) Does the merger impact previous degrees that have been awarded from SLCC?

All degrees maintain the accredited status that was in place when they were received. Central will be responsible 
for providing transcripts and degree confirmations for those students who need it. Currently enrolled students 
who have 15 credit hours or less to complete will have an opportunity to choose if they want their degree awarded 
from SLCC or CCCB.

6) Will any of the staff and faculty from SLCC be retained at CCCB?

SLCC has a very dedicated and experienced staff of professionals. CCCB will evaluate what they need in Moberly 
and clarify what they will be doing in St. Louis. They will make offers to employees they believe will be beneficial 
to the mission and will bring their passion and experience to Central’s team.  

7) Will all the current students of SLCC be transferring to CCCB?

CCCB is speaking with those who will not finish their degrees at SLCC before the end of the 21/22 school year. 
They will have an opportunity to register and enroll at the same price they were paying at SLCC, with no loss of 
credits or time towards their degree. CCCB has already hosted a campus visit day for them and plans to have 
further interactions throughout this school year.

8) What can alumni from and supporters of SLCC do to help the merger go smoothly?

Pray that God will favor these efforts to train more workers for service to the church in St. Louis and beyond.  Pray 
for the legal and regulatory work to be completed in a timely manner.  Pray for the students and staff involved at 
both campuses as they manage the extra attention this will require.  Many generous people have made the work 
of SLCC possible. Your donations are needed not only for us to complete this year without incurring debt, but to 
continue that good work with CCCB in the future.  CCCB will be asking our donors to maintain their giving through 
2024 to help Central implement a three-year plan for a sustainable model in the St. Louis area. We ask our donors 
to partner with CCCB in the future work of Kingdom building.

Letter from the Presidents
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STUDENTS
I think generally it’s a good thing.  God wasn’t surprised by it, 
and He has been working through it.  The merge gives good 
opportunity for students, and someday there still might be a 
place in St. Louis to have some classes.  For me the big takeaway 
is that God is not surprised by this. He is working through it.  
Our expectations of what we want are not always what God 
wants, and we need to be in line with what God wants. 

Dakota Hansen, Junior, SLCC Preaching major

I think it is a very bittersweet thing.  For some, it will allow them 
to go deeper in education. For others who can’t relocate, the 
opportunities they needed were here at SLCC.  This was a perfect 
fit for them, so the SLCC campus closing doesn’t allow them to 
do much else. For many people this will show a different side of 
God for them. He is the Way maker and those that feel they do 
not have options He will show He will be with them every step 
of the way.  

It has brought us (SLCC students) closer because we know our 
time together is limited.  Romans 8:28 comes to mind—He 
makes all things work together for good for those who love Him 
and are called according to His purposes.

Cody Heck, Sophomore, SLCC Christian Ministries major

Coming to SLCC as a transfer student in the fall of 2021, the 
news about the merger with CCCB was definitely a shocker. 
It took me a few weeks to process. I was distraught and very 
confused. I came to SLCC with the mindset and hopes of 
finishing my degree and finally getting stable. After hearing the 
news about the merger, all of that suddenly came crumbling 
down. Various conversations I had with staff and other students 
gave me encouragement and wise counsel. 

I have such an overwhelming peace about the merger. I am 
learning to accept what is, instead of focusing on what was. 
With that said, I 100% support SLCC and their future decisions 
regarding the merger. I am looking forward to a bright future 
with CCCB, and I absolutely cannot wait to see what the Lord  
has in store.

Hannah Toombs, Sophomore, SLCC Christian Ministries major

ALUMNI TRUSTEES
The merger yields a victory for Christ's kingdom whereas 
just closing would have been a defeat.  It would have 
been like a sports team that had a great season and 
then got knocked out in the first round of the playoffs.  
We have had a great run, "founded to meet a need and 
found meeting that need.”  However, the current reality 
of student numbers has not allowed us to remain open.  
Merging provides a greater level of continuity for both 
our students and our alumni than a "hard close" would 
have.  It allows us to make certain resources available that 
will strengthen the ministry of Central going forward, thus 
benefitting the kingdom far more than merely going out 
of business would have.  I look forward to being "better 
together" in partnership with the folks in Moberly.  While 
we will miss our erstwhile "home," let's enthusiastically 
embrace what we can accomplish together through 
Central Christian College of the Bible.

Rick Mosher (74), Chairman of the Board of Trustees

My heart has been sad recently as I think of “my” college 
not being on the hill at 1360 Grandview Drive.  However, 
I am very grateful when I realize all the hearts and lives 
SLCC has touched, making a Kingdom difference.  And that 
legacy will continue as we carry on her mission.  I am eager 
to watch what God has planned for SLCC and her merger-
role in educating and graduating Christians for service in 
this world that so desperately needs Jesus. 

Karen McKenzie ‘75

I remember when SLCC began many years ago when a 
few men of God saw the need for a Bible college in St. 
Louis.  I remember the churches and individuals who 
faithfully supported the college.  I remember the churches 
which had their beginning during the existence of SLCC.  I 
remember some of the 2,000 who left the halls of SLCC. I 
remember the many who have gone to be with the Lord. I 
remember the hundreds currently serving throughout the 
world. I remember all the good times we enjoyed at SLCC.

Disappointed? Yes, as an alumnus and trustee for many 
years, I am very disappointed, but not in despair, as I  
see how the Kingdom of God has been impacted  
because of SLCC. 

Dale Wands (63)

REFLECTIONS ON THE MERGER
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This is my story

FACULTY NEWS  Farewell to...

Congratulations 
to Karen Gallacci 
who officially 
retired at the end 
of September. 
Karen had served 

as our Library Director since 
2019. Karen did a wonderful job 
overseeing the library and her 
expertise will be missed. 

Professor Bill 
Thomas has 
accepted a full-time 
position with Central 
Christian College 
of the Bible serving 

as CCCB’s Registrar and continuing 
to teach as well. Bill first began 
teaching as an adjunct for SLCC in 
2016, eventually becoming full-time 
in late 2019.  

Kelsey Ford, Director 
of Admissions, has 
become the Executive 
Assistant to the 
Director of Sunshine 
Ministries in St. Louis.  

She is very excited about her new role 
in ministry, and we wish her God’s 
blessings as she shares Jesus with 
homeless families in the city.

PHONATHON 
A really big thank you to all who shared a gift for 
the Phonathon!  We have almost reached our 
goal of $60,000.  Every student who receives an 
academic scholarship is very grateful for your 
generosity. Your gifts help them leave SLCC owing 
very little if anything on their student accounts.   
God bless you for your support.

MISSOURI CHRISTIAN CONVENTION
Meet us in the Central Christian College of 
the Bible booth during the Missouri Christian 
Convention March 11-12, 2022.  There will be a 
breakfast gathering of SLCC donors and alumni that 
Saturday morning.  See you there!

SLCC ARCHIVES ON WEBSITE
The Alumni Association is planning to create a 
website featuring items of historical interest to 
the alumni. Some of the things being discussed 
include: yearbooks, the graduate picture file, 
commencement programs, athletics records, 
chapel sermons from past faculty/staff, and more. 
If you have ideas for the website, please email Dr. 
Womble (swomble@stlchristian.edu).

NEWS BITES
MEN'S DAY
Join us for ...

SATURDAY, MARCH 5, 2022
10:00am – 12:00 noon, lunch following    

Speaker:  

Jeff Walling 
Speaker and 
Director of the Youth 
Leadership Initiative 
at Pepperdine 
University
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Dean’s List  
Day Students
Charles Daywalt
Leigah Friend
Cody Heck
Nathan Klever
Maddie Parks
Darrel Parris
Noah Simmons

Honorable Mention  
Day Students
Andrea Buettner
Callie Royster
Kalieb Runyan
Kacie Sanders

Dean’s List 
Evening Students
Scott Baker
Taylor Boyce
Brandon Dean
Sharon Malloyd
Darren Radford
Edward Stewart
Kenny Washington
Charles Wells
Alan Zurliene

Honorable Mention 
Evening Students
Michala Keen

Honorable Mention 
Online Students
Justin Disney
Robert Houston
David McCullough

DEAN'S LIST
SPRING 2021

FAMILY DAY
Families of our Day 
students attended 
chapel and classes with 
their students.  It was a 
very special event.

GOLF TOURNAMENT
The best tournament to date! Twenty-one teams 
of golfers enjoyed a perfect day and asked to play 
again next September (after the merger) to support 
CCCB/SLCC scholarships.
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 MARRIAGES
Congratulations to:

Doug (att) and Bonnie Cage who were married May 22.

Josh Bettison (20) and Kacie Sanders (21) who were married 
September 11.  They are the children of alums, Jim (95) and Karen 
(att) Bettison and Don (91) and Stephanie (92) Sanders.

 BIRTHS
Congratulations to:

Daniel (16) and Shelby Swezey on the birth of Dawson Ludwin 
April 16.

Clint (15) and Julie (16) Evans on the birth of Jude Michael  
April 29.

Josh (19) and Tiffany Buckheit on the birth of Julie Luxe May 10.

Kevin (att) and Courtney (10) Pruet on the birth of Simon 
Randall May 16.

Jared and Sara (16) Johnston on the birth of Liam Michael  
May 25. 

Allen and Jeanette (18) Bellinger on the birth of Kayden Allen 
June 3.  Proud grandparents are Joni Bellinger (att) and Keith 
Bellinger (92), and former Admissions Director, Bob (Gina) Farrar.

Jeff (att) and Sarah Porzelt on the birth of Charles Maximilian 
June 7.

Nick and Brittney (att) Vaughn on the birth of Fiona Rebecca Joy 
June 15.

Kyle and Adrienne (att) Conoyer on the birth of Rosemary Mae 
June 16.

Kyle (att) and Monisha Burks on the birth of Silas Jai June 27.

Brock (14) and Hannah Rubsam on the birth of Emmett John  
July 8.

Jeff (14) and Mary (12) Silkwood on the birth of Silas Richard 
September 11.

Nathan (16) and Samantha Hopkins on the birth of Nora Pearl 
September 29.

Malachi (20) and Michala (21) Keen on the birth of Zoey Elise 
October 4.

 NEWS

Bob Miller (80) was awarded the Delta Epsilon Chi Honorary 
Membership into the ABHE Honor Society. He was fully involved 
in campus life--studies, basketball, baseball, choir, ensembles, and 
he served churches on weekends. He and Carol (80) have served 
with churches in Missouri, Tennessee, and the Restoration House 
Ministries in New England.

Shane Adkisson (96) is the Associate Pastor at Hope Christian 
Church, Columbia, Illinois, serving with Darrell Jones (87), Senior 
Pastor. Also on staff is his and DeeDee’s (att) son, Riley.

Andy (08) and Amy (AA 03) Conklin moved to Rochester (IL) 
where Andy is the Discipleship Minister at the Christian Church.

Nikomas Perez (04) assumed the position as lead pastor for 
Harvester (MO) Christian Church, and Doyle Roth (81) transitioned 
to Mobilization Pastor. Nikomas will be one of the main speakers for 
the Missouri Christian Convention. 

Shane Peters (12) is the pastor of Jewett (IL) Community Church. 
He and Kayla (10) relocated from Indiana.

Congratulations to Anthony Barbee (15) who completed 
requirements for his master’s degree in Bible and Theology from 
Lincoln Christian Seminary. Degrees will be awarded in May 2022.

Clayton Richison (16) is the minister at Liberty Christian Church, 
Brownstown, Illinois.

Joe Friend (21) is the preacher at First Christian Church, Houston, 
Missouri. He and Brenna most recently served in the SLCC 
Admissions Department.

 OUR SYMPATHY:

Ron Lamp (76) died July 19 from injuries sustained in a traffic 
incident. After a few previous ministries, Ron became the minister 
of the Springerton (IL) Christian Church in 1978 and continued 
there until his death. He is survived by his wife, Hyla, their daughter, 
Lindsay, and many other relatives and friends.

Dennis Jones (87) passed away at home on July 19.  Dennis was 
a retired Care Pastor at Hope Christian Church, Columbia, Illinois.  
Survivors include his wife, Connie, their son, Joshua, and brother, 
Darrell (Ellen) Jones, also SLCC alums.  
Becky (Rich) French died October 27 from complications 
following a brief but severe bout of COVID.  Survivors include 
husband, Stephen, their four children, siblings (many of whom 
attended SLCC) and many other family members and friends. Becky 
was a 1993 graduate of SLCC.

Have an update? Please email Norma Baker at nbaker@stlchristian.edu.
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 IN MEMORY OF:

Phyllis Weaver
 Mike & Mary Nauman
Dennis Pettit
 Sharon Pettit
Russell Boatman
 Wes Wright

memorials

Jeanne Graham
 Anita Newlin
Eleanor Smith
 Anita Newlin 
 Rick Mosher 
 Russell & Dee Smith 
 Robert & Nancy Smith

WOMEN'S DAY
Mark your calendar

SATURDAY, APRIL 2, 2022
10:00am – 12:00 noon, lunch following    

Speaker:  

Carol Stine 
Writer, Speaker, and 
First Lady of St. Louis 
Christian College

 IN HONOR OF:

Ben & Pat Merold 
 Chuck & Gail Sackett
Fred & Sheri Rodkey for  
their service to SLCC
 Bob & Carol Ammerman
Roger & Wanda Clark for  
their service to SLCC
 Bob & Carol Ammerman

All gifts through May 2022 will 
assist SLCC in finishing strong.  We 
encourage you to help continue the 
SLCC legacy through supporting the 
ministry of Central Christian College  
of the Bible starting June 2022.

Myrtle Owings
 Craig & Jennifer Nauman
Mike & Mary Nauman
 Craig & Jennifer Nauman
Terry Stine
 Dick & Ellen Johnson
Students and staff of SLCC  
1973-1985
 Bob & Carol Ammerman

MEMORIALS
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SATURDAY, APRIL 30, 2022

GRADUATION

Speaker: Dr. Ron Oakes,  
Former St. Louis Christian  
College Academic Dean 

Save the Date

10:00am   

REUNION

Join us for a reunion of  
alumni and supporters.  
More information to come.

1:00-3:00pm   


